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liberties, sir, are endangered by those equally interested
with ourselves in their preservation; for in what degree so-
ever any of the princes who are now endeavouring to divide
among themselves the dominions of Austria, may be pleased
with the acquisition of new territories, and an imaginary
increase of influence and power, it must be evident to all
who are not dazzled by immediate interest, that they are
only fighting for France, and that by the destruction of the
Austrian family, they must in a short time fall themselves*

It is well known, sir, though it is not always remem-
bered, that political as well as natural greatness is merely
comparative, and that he only is a powerful prince, who
is more powerful than those with whom he can Have any
cause of contention* That prince, therefore, who imagines
his power enlarged by a partition of territories, which
gives him some additional provinces, may be at last dis-
appointed in his expectations: for, if this partition gives to
another prince already greater than himself, an opportu-
nity of increasing his strength in a degree proportionate to
his present superiority, the former will soon find, that he
has been labouring for nothing, and that his danger is still
the same.

Such, sir, is the case of the king of Prussia, who, when
he has overrun that part of Germany, to which he now lays
claim, will only have weakened the house of Austria, with-
out strengthening himself.

He is at present secure in the possession of his domi-
nions, because neither the Austrians would suffer the
French, nor the French permit the Austrians to increase
their power by subduing him. Thus, while the present
equipoise of power is maintained, jealousy and caution
would always procure him an ally whenever he should be
attacked ; but when, by his assistance, the Austrian family
shall be ruined, who shall defend him against the ambition
of France ?

While the liberties of mankind are thus equally endan-
gered by folly and ambition, attacked on one side, and
neglected on the other, it is necessary for those who fore-
see tho calamity that threatens them, to exert themselves